
Emre
Akturk

Associate Professor

Contact P. +90 531 562 58 93
E. eakturk@kastamonu.edu.tr

Biography
Dr. Emre Aktürk is an Associate Professor at Kastamonu
University, Chair of the Department of Nature Conservation
and Biodiversity Management, and Director of the
Geographic Information Systems and Remote Sensing
Research and Application Center. His research focuses on
remote sensing, GIS, land cover dynamics, and forest
monitoring. He has worked on several international projects
and was a visiting scientist at Texas A&M University. He
currently leads several LiDAR-based measurement projects.

Work Experiences

Associate Professor at Kastamonu University

Education

Ph.D. in Forestry
Kastamonu University,
Department of Forest
Engineering, TÜRKİYE
Sep. 2014 - Apr. 2019

Skills

Extensive knowledge of ArcGIS software package including
ArcGIS Pro and ArcGIS Online.

Languages

Turkish

English

M.S. in Forest and Natural
Resources
Clemson University,
Department of Forestry and
Environmental Conservation,
SC, USA
Dec. 2011 - Dec. 2013

B.S. in Forest Engineering
Zonguldak Karaelmas
University, Bartin Forest
Faculty
Dec. 2011 - Dec. 2013

2025-

Assistant Professor at Kastamonu University
2024-2025

Visiting Scientist at Texas A&M University
2022-2023

Research Assistant at Kastamonu University
2014-2024

Director of Kastamonu University Geographic Information
Systems and Remote Sensing Research and Application
Center

2024-

Advance level knowledge about Google Earth Pro, Google
Earth Engine, Collect, and Collect Earth software.

Having a professional UAV pilot licence.

Analyzing abilities of UAV imagery and LIDAR data.

Moderate level knowledge of Python and JavaScript
programming language.

Head of the Department of Nature Conservation and
Biodiversity Management

2025-
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Research Experience

My primary responsibility in this project was to estimate the structural properties of the riparian forests along Hunnicutt Creek.
Airborne LiDAR data and high-resolution UAV imagery were employed to assess key forest attributes, including tree height, crown
diameter, canopy closure, and vegetation density within the riparian zone.

Hunnicutt Creek Intelligent River Project, Clemson University, (2011 - 2013)

Assessed the current land cover status of Middle Eastern countries using the Collect Earth methodology.

Global Forest Survey Project (Dryland Assessment for Middle East Region), Food and Agriculture
Organization of United Nations (FAO), (2015)

Analyzed and mapped the flora composition of the Keltepe region, creating interactive plant species maps.

Keltepe Floristic Investigation Project, Kastamonu University, (2015 - 2017)

Conducted analysis and mapping of the flora composition in the Keltepe region, generating interactive maps of plant species.

Modelling Distribution of Wolf (Canis lupus) in Sinop Province Project, Kastamonu University (2018
- 2020)

Assessed land cover status of African countries using the Collect Earth methodology.

Africa DEAL (Data for the Environment, Agriculture, and Land) Project, Food and Agriculture
Organization of United Nations (FAO), (2019)

Member of two working groups in this COST Action: WG1 (Field Phenotyping) and WG3 (Sustainable Land Management).

Pan-European Network of Green Deal Agriculture and Forestry Earth Observation Science
(PANGEOS) (COST Action), (2023 - )

Member of WG2 (Process-based Analysis of Extreme Fire Behavior), COST Action.

european Network on Extreme fiRe behaviOr (NERO) (COST Action), (2023 - )

Principal Investigator – Developed high-precision 3D forest models with LiDAR and integrated them into VR platforms to support
forest inventory, education, and nature tourism.

Kastamonu Virtual Forest Project: Innovative Solutions for Lidar-Supported Forestry Education and
Nature Tourism (KASOP) (Specialization Project), (2025 - )


